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RESPONSE 

Dear Sir: 

This submission is responsive to the Office Action mailed September 30, 2002. 
Reconsideration of this Application is requested in view of the following Remarks. 



REMARKS 



Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. S 103 

Regarding the introductory paragraph for the Section 103 rejections on page 2 of 
the Office Action, Applicants affirm that the subject matter of the various claims was 
commonly owned at the time the inventions covered were made. 

Paragraph 4 of the Office Action rejects claims 6-1 1 under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) over 
U.S. Patent 5,23 1 ,222 to Papa et al. in view of U.S. Patent 5,248,427 to Spiske et al. The 
rejection concedes, among other things, that Papa fails to disclose an azeotrope having 10 
wt. % or less water, as recited in the pending claims. The rejection is premised on the 
conclusion that it would be obvious to form an azeotrope in a distillation column with 1 0 
wt. % or less water. The Office Action points to line 68 of column 6 through line 8 of 
column 7 as providing direction that various azeotrope concentrations may be achieved by 
varying the amount of water added to the distillation column. 

Of course, the water content of an azeotrope is ultimately governed by the 
chemistry of the ester produced. As pointed out in Table A of the present application, the 
water content of an azeotrope varies dramatically with the identity of the ester produced. 
For ethyl acetate, the azeotrope forms at a water concentration of 8.7 % and for n-butyl 
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